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ezeeption some remedial measure, national and recompensive^ 
should have its influence upon the public mind. Misery 
superinduced and retained by neglect of the world's broad 
surface, certainly is a matter of urgent remonstrance ; and 
especially as the problem is not difficult to unravel, the 
remedy being coupled with goodwill, the most incentive 
agent to its performance. The philosophy of our times, to 
be true to itself, must yet vastly expand and emerge greatly 
into the material element : that which is not mainly practiced 
we can dispense with, but we cannot so lay aside the wants 
of the peoples, nor can we cherish a negative when a positive 
course of action is marked out for us as a godsend in relief 
and reparation. 

Now what is the outlook of our nation and of the 
nations surrounding ? Is the survey one of prosperity and 
unanimity ? Or rather, does not quite the contrary appear 
in a singularly disturbed state of things respecting want, 
suffering, and woe ? Is there not overwhelming evidence of 
corrosive evil which can only be brought into healthfulness 
of tone by some extraordinary means in the way of pro- 
vidence ? Then it behoves us to ask whether there be such 
means, and whether providence in its varied cyples is thus 
charged with propitiousness. If we have not lived in vain — 
if we are not blinded by vanity ; if we are not estranged from 
God and His truth ; if we are not boastful and confident in 
ourselves ; if we are not distrustful of the heavenly powers — 
then, as a nation in kindred with other nations and they as 
one with us, let each and all consider that the only help for 
good is in the counsel of the Eternal, who has spoken what 
shall be and what He will bring to pass in these last times 
in relief of humanity and in renovation of the earth. 

In these lines an intimation is given of what most 
directly affects God's ancient people. But the question is a 
large one, admitting of much amplification. My contention, 
however, is strictly within prescribed limits. In short detail 
it is the restoration of the Jews to Palestine, the land of their 
fathers : the grounds of that restoration : and the means of 
its accomplishment. Politically it is urgent. Prospectively 
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present misery, whilst even these resources, as the case 
stands, are variously broken up. Here appears the power of 
statesmanship, or the want of it, as circumstances offer and 
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evolve themselves: though it must be confessed that position 
and responsibility do not necessarily insure this perceptiveness. 
Nevertheless rulers and statesmen are (as the proverb serves) 
the fathers of the people. It is supposed of them that they 
know what should be done and have the uprightness to do it. 
Sat this confidence may be perfectly gratuitous and un- 
availing. When great men are greatly wanting in foresight 
and knowledge^ what is to be said ? And have we not this on 
the Eastern Question as a whole ? Divide it as we may 
between Egyptians and Turks, it is but one question not- 
withstanding ; but it is that veritable weighty question that 
demands a full settlement once for all, Alas I our nation has 
been simply playing with it, the means being inadequate to 
the end. Even the campaign in Egypt, successful as it was, 
is not utilised in manner and measure to the desired end, and 
never will be until what is worthy of the name Policy has 
effect. The fact is, neglect of a wise and comprehensive 
policy has done all the mischief. 

There are obvious reasons therefore, just now, that this 
entire question should come to the front and be masterly 
taken in hand. The unrest of the nations, their want of 
commerce, and their need of a well-ordered, settled govern- 
ment in the Central East, with other subsidiary necessities, 
are so many demonstrations that if labour, health and 
happiness are to be promoted, the field of enterprise must be 
opened ; and where, let it be asked, can we look for this but 
amongst those lan^s that offer a ready reward to industry 
and capital if only the pre-requisite of a solid government 
affording security is at command. It would seem, at least, 
that Divine Providence has this relief for the nations now 
overgrown and burdened. The cries of want and the groans 
of oppression are more or less heard in all quarters, alike 
amongst civilised and barbaric peoples. This has become, 
and is still further becoming, a distressing feature of the 
19th century, How long this is to be, but few can calculate. 
It is, however, something to know that this social aspect of 
things is not without immediate and direct remedy if so be 
that there is but energy and will equal to the necessity. A 
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goodly land lying in waste and barrenness s a disgrace to 
any people^ and especially so in the present case, as there are 
those whose aspirations and rights entitle them to be there, 
and who would be there as regenerators and progressionists^ 
if the nations did the honest part of shield and defence 
which their going there requires. 

In respect of this procedure it is apparent a course is 

marked out that should prompt inquiry and ready help ; that 

all supineness of the several governments should be obviated 

and thoroughly removed. But if IsraePa establishment in 

Palestine should still be a light thing with the rulers of the 

earthj as it has been, yet at least it should not be so with 

a discerning public and a Bible-reading people. This is a 

matter that infolds the great designs of providence in these 

latter times; and what Christian community, properly knowing 

I the Scriptures, can be ignorant of the fact that much is 

announced in the New Testament having jointure with this 

testimony of the prophets. Still it may astonish many by 

I saying the New Testament is prophetic of the Hebrew 

I peoples' return to Palestine as part of the good and gracious 

things God designs to bestow on them. Indeed the 

I Apocalypse of St. John, which is a perfect polyglot of 

: of prophecies, gives this happy consummation. By this 

j book we know the origin, fulness, and decay of the inter- 

; mediate powers, whose changes and shiftings are but so many 

inauguratives of the coming end, when ^e ancient people 

shall once more encircle Mount Zion and occupy the Holy 

City of God. Thus we have Seals, Trumpets, and Vials 

\ synchronous of the affairs of the East. Let statesmen and 

r rulers consider this, whilst it is a call to Great Britain in 

I particular. 

Our position is exactly this: — The treading down of 
IsraePs nationality is about to end, and that a glorious 
work lies open before us inasmuch that nothing but action is 
wanted. (Rev. x. 5-7). Certain elaborate statistics before 
me, somewhat of a long-past date, justify my saying that 
the number of Jews throughout the civilised globe must now 
! be 12,000,000 and upwards : this, again, is a [)oint of some 
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significance^ seeing that the initial figure 12 is a prefix both 
tribal and typical in their restoration. 

Now as a matter of policy with the nations^ here consists 
the backbone, muscle, and sinew which will put to rest the 
Eastern Question. The tormentories of semi-performances- 
aoiid profuse professions of progress, when nothing is truly 
done, are surely sufficient indicators that a more substantial 
Rnd promising course of things should be established in the 
East. Fairly God has given Egypt into our hands, hence 
England's policy should be to improve the event by measuring 
it with the demands of her Empire, and the relative annexa- 
tion in which the Lord of Hosts has placed it, with Jerusalem 
and the land of Judea. (Isaiah xix. 23-25). If England is 
ao short-sighted, and so outwitted, a§ to think meanly of this 
trust, then so much the worse it will be in her surroundings, 
for ignominy and shame will as certainly cast their deep and 
deepening shadows instead of that brilliant universal brother- 
hood of peace and goodwill which she may now pioneer, as 
pronounced by the authoritv of God. We must look to the 
end. Egypt is but the begmning. It is only a part forecast 
in the holy testimony. The main artery is ralestine. From 
thence it is that all good must flow. Settle it therefore in 
your minds, ye rulers ! Ruling without God will not do for 
the East. The Most High has his own land there. The 
English talk much about God's acre and beautify it, but He 
has miles and miles designated His own, and concerning 
which He has said, This land shall be peopled and restored ; 
yet as a nation we care little or nothing about it — no, not 
although it summarises a most eventful good. Observe — 

The nations of the East have a history belonging to 
them which other nations have not, and their roots from the 
earliest ages have given various developments reaching 
onwards into the Christian era, when further o£fshoots have 
branched forth and flourished for awhile. Such is the tracing 
of the Saracenic and Turkish empires ; which, evolutions as 
we may call them, though potent were limited, and destined 
to waste and come to nought within specific periods of time. 
They sprang up tmder the seal and limitation of the decree 
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impress of the sort. And, by the way, there is no 
extenuating circumstance of relief from the aforesaid 
responsibility, because civilisation, to be worth anything, 
and to make good its honoured name, is radiate of the 
authority and glory of the Supreme. 

Now about the millionaires, a noble and august body 
provided they use their wealth aright. To be 3, 5, 10, 15, 
20 millions strong (and even more) is ample evidence of there 
being enormous wealth holding in the world. And there are 
those so possessed of pounds sterUng, who look upon the 
one million class as Uttle men. The question what such 
persons do with their money is not for me to answer ; but 
what they might do with it, and to good purpose, I can tell 
even them without mincing the matter. Indeed methinks 
this is already plainly and sufficiently announced. For only 
think of men going into the other world with all this weighty 
responsibility upon them, and when the present life claims 
great services in regard of humanitarian work. It is on this 
wise and sagacious principle these remarks are given, and 
that a select twenty are nominated. The proposition is this 
— that half-a-million from each, making a total of 10,000,000, 
would be just the material and moral force necessary for the 
setting all government machinery in action. This outward 
co-operative movement with the governments is indispensable, 
whilst the feeling and purpose in aid commends itself to the 
pubUc understanding. But remember the nominated number 
is compUmentary ; it may be doubled and trebled at pleasure 
so far as the figure is concerned, for as there are scores of 
millionaires above the little men (so named) though numerous 
and ofttimes noble, there is nothing void nor Utopian in this 
piece of unique reckoning. This much on the motive or 
incentive power, we close with its application. 

It certainly must be deemed on all hands of essential 
consequence to the nations that peace and prosperity should 
])revail in the world, and that however considerable the 
combination may be to effect this end, it is the thing needed 
and necessary. First a cure for existing disorders is wanted, 
and in the next place it must be one that is permanently 
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